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Duncan vies for seat in Congress
Juneau Senator and UAS faculty member throws his hat into the ring
By Alexis Ross M iller 
W halesong Editor
Sen. Jim  D uncan  (D -Juneau), a part-tim e  p ro - fesso r in pub lic  adm in istra tion  and governm ent at U A S, has decided  to challenge  R epub lican  
C ongressm an  D on Young for the U .S . H ouse seat in 
1998.
D uncan  has taugh t courses a t UAS since  1984 
and b efo re  tha t he taugh t at the Juneau  C om m unity  
C o llege, w hich  w as the p recu rso r to the cu rren t un i- 
versity .
C u rren tly  he is teach ing  one governm en t course 
on the leg is la tiv e  p rocess. He norm ally  teaches one 
or tw o courses each sem ester.
D u n can , w ho has been  in  p u b lic  o ffice  s in ce  
1972, sa id  th a t w ith  the dem ands o f  a C ongressional 
race and h is cu rren t sea t in the A laska S enate he w ill 
be un ab le  to con tinue  teach ing  at UAS nex t sem es- 
ter. He w as schedu led  to teach one course  in  Jan u - 
ary, b u t he said  tha t a fte r m uch debate  he rea lizes  
that he w ill no t be able to teach it. It w as a hard  
d ec ision  to m ake he said  since he en joys teach ing , 
but the dem ands on his tim e w ill no t allow  him  to 
ju g g le  all th ree  jo b s .
In  a p h o n e  in te rv iew  from  A n ch o rag e , w here  
D uncan is a ttend ing  the A laska F edera tion  o f  N atives 
(A F N ) C o n v e n tio n , he  sa id , “ I ’ve se rv ed  in  the  
A laska  L eg is la tu re  fo r a lm ost 24 years and the tim e 
is rig h t for m e to run. C learly, I ’m  no t ready  to be 
ou t o f  p ub lic  o ffice . I w ant to con tinue  pub lic  ser- 
v ice  in an o th er arena, in C o n g ress .”
H e said , “ I ’m running  fo r C ongress because  we 
need  new  leadersh ip  to take A laska into the next cen- 
tury. A la sk a ’s congressm an  needs to pu t m ore em -
phasis on education , and issues tha t a ffect our q u a l- 
ity as life , as w ell as the developm ent o f  na tu ra l re - 
so u rces .”
He acknow ledges th a t it w ill no t be an easy race. 
B ut he added, “The g rea tes t th ing  about this race is 
that it rea lly  w ill be a race. We bo th  have been  in 
pub lic  office  for over 20 years and w e have ex ten - 
sive pub lic  reco rd s .” F o r D uncan, tha t is w here the 
d ifference  is. “M y reco rd  is very clear. I can po in t 
to accom plishm en ts. B ut i f  you look  at Y oung’s 
record  you d o n ’t see the sam e level o f  accom plish - 
m en ts ,” he said.
D uncan said , “A la sk a ’s congressm an  has fought 
the sam e ba ttles  in the sam e w ay fo r a lm ost th irty  
years. I t ’s tim e fo r a new  approach . I t ’s tim e we 
pay c lo se r a tten tion  to the everyday  needs o f A las- 
kans as w e look tow ard  A la sk a ’s fu tu re .”
A lthough  Young touts his sen io rity  in the U .S. 
H ouse and his chairm ansh ip  o f  the N atu ra l R esources 
C om m ittee , D uncan be lieves that the nex t C ongress 
w ill sw ing back  to D em ocratic  con tro l. “P o litica l 
p o lls te rs  are look ing  for D em ocrats to take 11 seats 
in the  H ouse and th a t w ill change the b a lan ce  o f  
pow er. L ast e lection  there w ere a num ber o f  R epub- 
lican  seats eroded and there  w ill be m ore th is tim e 
a ro u n d ,” he said.
A  s tro n g  su p p o rte r  o f  the U n iv e rs ity  system , 
D uncan w as instrum ental in getting funding  for U A S’ 
Egan L ib rary  and the  new  residence  h a ll. “I don’t 
th ink  we now  have a s trong  voice in D .C . dealing 
w ith  education  issues, ” he said .
Continued on page 16
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Senator Jim Duncan announces candidacy for Congress.
Professor Petersen is a man for all seasons
English professor publishes Gold Rush diary in his spare time
By H eather M ontez 
W halesong reporter
When English Professor Art Petersen came to UAS in 1975, he was just one o f two English instructors. He became the thirteenth member o f  the faculty 
and he remembers having only eight students in all his classes 
that semester.
Petersen is enthusiastic about how the university has pro- 
gressed through the years and about the quality o f education a 
student can now receive here.
“I suppose perhaps we are second to Stanford, Yale or 
Harvard, or any major university that has been around for 
100 or 400 years, after all w e’ve only been an organized uni- 
versity since 1987," he said. "Nevertheless, a person can re- 
ceive a fine education here.” Petersen added that academic 
standards are high and rising, especially with things like writ- 
ing assessment.
He has served four years as tire writing assessment coordina- 
tor for the writing program which started in 1989. He feels the 
writing assessment program has produced graduates who are 
clearly demonstrating that they can write well. “Part of the magic 
of that program is that students are asked to take responsibility for 
producing quality writing,” he said, “Eighty-nine percent of the 
time I’m very pleased at what I see because it’s confident and 
often superior work that students are producing.”
Petersen knows standards are high among the faculty too 
because, “We look hard for the best (professors) we can find when 
we recruit for new positions. I have high prospects, high hopes 
for the quality of this institution.”
Along with his duties as writing assessment coordinator, 
Petersen teaches English 211 and a night-time literature class which 
rotates on a three-year sequence between Survey of British Lit- 
erature, Survey of American Literature, Advanced Studies of Brit- 
ish Literature and a Shakespeare course. This semester the course
he is teaching is Advanced Studies of British Literature I. This 
year he is also serving as humanities faculty chair and in that post 
he advises about 50 students.
And if that weren’t enough, he and fonner UAS English 
Professor Ron Silva, are the founding editors of Explorations, 
UAS' literary publication. It is an annual compilation of poetry, 
short fiction and art by students and others from around the U.S. 
and abroad. Explorations now receives almost 1,000 submis- 
sions each year for publication.
He even found time in his teaching schedule to author a text- 
book titled Petersen’s Handbook for Writers of Academic Papers, 
which he has updated and revised at least four times. It is cur- 
rently in its second edition, fourth version printing and is well 
known around campus. Petersen said he compiled it after hear- 
ing comments from students that other handbooks were too thick 
and had more information than they ever used. Petersen’s book 
contains what he considers to be the essentials. He is hoping to 
put out a second edition which will have larger text and an addi- 
tional section on classical developments in composition.
Another book put together by Petersen and Silva, Strange 
Powers of Speech, is an anthology o f drama and short fiction, 
which they produced in 1995. The title is an allusion to the poem, 
“The Rime of the Ancient Mariner,” by Samuel Taylor Coleridge. 
When the mariner sees someone who needs to hear his message 
he takes on strange powers of speech and the person cannot help 
but hear because the mariner basically hypnotizes him or her. 
Th e book idea came from the English professor’s frustrations with 
publishers changing textbooks used in literature courses. He and 
Silva’s favorite stories and poems would disappear, reappear and 
move every three years as new editions came out. They decided 
to put together their own anthology which would include all of 
their favorite pieces. They started out with a collection o f 25
Continued on page 16
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English Professor Art Peterson with some of the many 
books of poetry and prose that fill his office. His latest 
book, "Gold Fever: A Narrative of the Great Klondike 
Gold Rush," is near the bottom. 
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Like Father and Former Student, Sign Me Up as 'Student of Life'
By Alexis Ross Miller 
Whalesong Editor
“ S p e a k  s o f t ly ,  b u t c a r ry  a b ig  
s tic k .”
“Y ou m u s t h a v e  th e  c o u ra g e  o f 
yo u r c o n v ic tio n s .”
These w ere two d ispara te , ye t sim i- 
lar, ax iom s m y fa ther quo ted  on a re g u - 
la r basis  w hen  I w as g row ing  up.
As the child  m ost like him — I ’m  one 
o f eight sib lings— and a true believer in 
my “fighting Irish” roots. I adm it I have 
spent the m ajority  o f my life adhering to 
the second statem ent.
I ’ve n ev er been  know n fo r sp eak - 
ing so ftly — n o t th a t I speak  loud ly  e i- 
ther— I ju s t  b e liev e  in speak ing  from  
the heart and  speak ing  em phatica lly .
I w as ra ised  to revere  in te g rity  and 
h o n es ty  ab o v e  a ll e lse . It is a hard  
th in g  to  be  b o th  Ir ish  and  h o n e s t at 
tim es. T he o ld  G aelic  g ift o f  the gab 
is in m y D N A .
It is n o t easy to w rite  about a de- 
ceased parent, even though my father has 
been dead for 14 years now, and to share 
the scab o f  his loss w ith  o ther people, 
especially in  such a public w ay like this 
editorial. B ut like m any things I do in 
m y life, I feel that I m ust.
I d o n ’t th in k  one ever gets over the 
loss o f  a p a ren t. I know  because  I have 
lost bo th  o f  m ine. M y fa th e r d ied w hen 
I w as 23, du ring  S ep tem ber o f  m y se - 
n io r year at the  U n iv ers ity  o f  M ontana, 
and my m o th e r fou r years  later. I w as 
a tte n d in g  U M  to p u rsu e  a d eg ree  in
jo u rn a lism  and sp ec ifica lly  becau se  it 
w as my fa th e r ’s alm a m ater.
B ut the year m y fa th e r d ied  I w as 
in m y final y ear o f  Jo u rn a lism  School. 
I w as a double  m ajo r in E ng lish  w ith 
an em phasis in C reative  W riting . A nd 
like  now  I w as w ork ing  on the  s tuden t 
new spaper, w hich  at UM  is ca lled  the 
K aim in . It took  every  ounce o f  reserve  
c o u ra g e  a n d  f o r t i tu d e  to  r e tu rn  to  
M issou la  a w eek 
a fte r he d ied and 
f in i s h  s c h o o l .
B ut I did at the 
in s isten ce  o f  my 
m o th e r and  my 
s ib l in g s .  B e - 
c a u s e  as th e y  
ech o ed  one an - 
o th e r in saying ,
“ D a d  w o u ld  
have  w an ted  you to com plete  your de- 
g re e .”
Even though I w ent back that year, I 
di d not com plete m y B.A. in journalism . 
Instead I fin ished my English B.A. in A u- 
gust that next sum m er and I left school 
w ithout my coveted journalism  degree. 
Ironically, I was follow ing in m y fa th e r’s 
footsteps. In 1951 he w asn’t able to com - 
p le te  h is  d e g re e  re q u ire m e n ts  fo r  a 
m aste r’s in journalism . His reason was 
m ore pressing at the time. He was a first- 
tim e father and it was im perative for him  
to m ake a living. (M y how tim es have 
changed.)
I ’m rem inded  o f  a ll o f  th is because
a w om an I knew  th ro u g h  our m utual 
p a rtic ip a tio n  in m any c rea tive  w riting  
classes at U A S, d ied on S ep tem ber 28, 
tw o days b efo re  the an n iversary  o f  m y 
f a th e r ’s d ea th . J a n  B a p tis te  M aas 
w ould  have been  72 on N ovem ber 7, 
bu t she lost her life  to lung  cancer. I 
have know n Jan only th rough  my c re- 
a tive  w ritin g  c lasses for the past th ree 
or four years and never once did I hear
h e r  ev en  m e n - 
t io n  o r c o m - 
p la in  about her 
d is e a s e . She 
w a s  a fo rm e r  
te a c h e r ,  w ho  
h a d  ta u g h t  in  
th e  J u n e a u  
S choo l D is tr ic t 
fo r m any, m any 
years. She also 
taught in  the p riso n  education  program . 
A fte r re tir in g  from  teach ing , Jan  o b - 
ta ined  h e r law  degree, w h ich  cam e as a 
su rp rise  to m e becau se  she ce rta in ly  
n ev er b rag g ed  abou t th is acco m p lish - 
m en t o r even  w ro te  about it.
She a lm ost alw ays had som eth ing  
n ice  to say to o ther s tuden ts about their 
w ritin g . A no ther c reative  w ritin g  s tu - 
dent, w ho also took  m any c lasses w ith  
Jan, sa id  th a t w hen she w on an aw ard 
in the A n chorage  D aily  N ew s/U niver- 
sity  o f  A laska-A nchorage  w riting  con- 
te st, Jan  w ro te  h e r a le tte r  and  c o n - 
g ra tu la ted  h er on tha t aw ard. I th ink  
tha t says it a ll. T hat she took  the tim e
to sing le  out a fe llow  stu d en t for her 
accom plishm ent and no t feel je a lo u s  is 
a very  fittin g  tribu te  to Jan. I t is from  
random  acts o f  k indness like  th is tha t I 
hope I too w ill be rem em bered .
J a n ’s d e a th  g iv es  m e p a u se  and  
m akes me th ink  that you n ev er rea lly  
know  som eone else, even i f  you  spend 
m onths s ittin g  nex t to them  in an E n- 
g lish  course, even i f  you read  th e ir oft- 
tim e  h ig h ly  p e rso n a l w ritin g s . I ’m  
rem in d ed  o f  a quote tha t goes som e- 
th in g  like  th is: you  can n ev e r tru ly  
ex p erien ce  a n o th e r’s heaven  or th e ir  
he ll un less you live  it. I have no idea 
i f  Jan  w as in ex trem e p a in  from  the 
cancer th a t was devouring  her lungs, 
bu t I do know  that she w ould  take h e r- 
s e lf  o ff  h e r oxygen  tan k  to com e to 
class this sem ester. It m eant tha t m uch 
to her. O bviously  w ritin g  and ed u ca- 
tion  w ere a cen tral p a rt o f  h er life . I 
th in k  too o ften  w e fo rg e t how  v ery  
lucky we are— as A m ericans— to freely  
p a r tic ip a te  in an e x ce p tio n a l e d u c a - 
tio n a l system . I know  tha t J a n ’s death  
m ade me app recia te  anew  the c lasses I 
am  tak ing  th is  sem ester and the ed u ca- 
tion  th a t I can so read ily  ob ta in  here at 
UA S.
But I ’m also reminded o f my father’s 
death and his love o f knowledge and litera- 
ture. He wanted to be a “perennial” col- 
lege student— like Jan— and like her he 
thrived on being a “Student o f  Life” his 
entire life. I know that I ’ve inherited that 
from him too.
I think too often we forget how 
very lucky we are— as Ameri- 
cans—to freely participate in 
an exceptional educational 
system.
Letters to the Editor
Academic Advisor encourages students to get involved
D ear Editor:
Thank you for your article, “A Call To Action: Student Involvement Breeds 
Positive Changes.” Your public support o f  student involvement was inspira- 
tional. I hear too m uch grumbling about student apathy on this campus. We 
should be supporting those students who are involved, and encouraged those 
who are not. I t’s never too late to get involved.
Positive experience in an environment equals a desire to remain in the 
environment. Students who enjoy extracurricular involvement not only have a 
direct connection w ith the University, but often have better academic success. 
These are the students who learn good time management and priority setting 
techniques. They are described as having balance in their lives.
Students w ear m any different hats other than ju s t being a  student. They 
are friends, parents, sons and daughters, employees. Adding “volunteer” or 
“club member” to the list is often difficult. As you mentioned in your article, 
UAS is a great place to “start small.” New clubs and committees are formed 
each semester based on student interest and availability. Besides on-campus 
involvement, there are opportunities throughout Juneau to volunteer. Often 
students feel connected to their college community, but what about the greater 
community that is their home?
So I thank you again for your challenge to students. I used to think that 
involvement was not for everyone. However, with the variety o f involvement 
so diverse, and the rewards so immense, everyone has the ability to be in- 
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The Voluntary Circle
Volunteering leads to success
By R uth  D anner 
W halesong C olum nist
Q uestion #1: How do you define 
success? A. Becom ing rich  and fa - 
mous. B. Living each day well, m ak- 
ing ends m eet, and finding a p lace to 
belong . C. M aking  a d ifference , 
helping others, changing the w orld  in 
som e way for the better D. H aving 
fun, living life now, carpe diem
Question #2: W hat is your lik e - 
lihood o f achieving success as defined 
in question #1? A. Excellent. B. 
Very Good. C. Good. D. N ot Very 
G ood,' E. N ot In This L ifetim e.
H ow ever you  answ er question  
#1, the correct answ er to question #2 
is A.
Really. We all fall under a no r- 
m al bell curve o f  success w ith  10 per- 
cent o f  the population falling at the 
extrem e ends o f  great success and 
great failure. A nd w here you fall on 
the curve is not a m atter o f  chance. 
I t’s not tied to w here you w ere born 
or who your fam ily is. I t ’s not tied  
directly to your GPA, or how  popular 
you w ere in h igh school. The degree 
o f  success you w ill achieve is directly 
related  to the degree o f  c larity  you 
have on w hat you w an t to achieve, 
your - determ ination to get there, and 
your w illingness to take action  to 
m ove in the direction o f  yo u r target.
Q uestion  #3: So how  do you get 
to that top 10%? A nsw er: Volun- 
teer.
T h a t’s righ t. Ju st vo lu n tee r. I f
yo u  w ant to  be  rich  and  fam ous, start 
now  to develop  leadersh ip  sk ills , m ake 
a  p o s itiv e  im p ress io n  on in f lu e n tia l 
peop le , a lign  y o u rse lf  w ith  a  w inn ing  
team (s), b u ild  y o u r resu m e, and gain 
s ta tu s  b e c a u se  o f  y o u r  a c c o m p lis h - 
m e n ts  a n d  
v isib ility .
Find an 
organization 
th a t o ffers 
l e a d e r s h ip  
o p p o r tu n i - 
tie s , like  
A IS E S  o r 
UAS Alumni 
A ssociation, 
or one th a t 
has so lid  
connections 
to positions 
o f power outside the university system like 
Global Connections and UAS Alumni As- 
sociation.
I f  your definition o f success is prag- 
matic and you just want to feel secure about 
your ability to compete in  the w ork force, 
explore different career opportunities be- 
fore you commit for the long run, look for 
opportunities to gain as much experience 
as possible in your chosen field, and seek 
out recognition for your skills and strengths. 
Lots o f  organizations have jobs that need 
to be done: administrative, marketing and 
public relations, lobbying. These are “No 
experience required” opportunities you 
w on’t find in the work-world. Any good
organization also encourages personal de- 
velopment and improved communication 
skills.
I f  this sounds like what you’re look- 
ing for, try W ooch.Een, AISES, or UAS 
Alumni Association.
If  you want 
to  change  the  
world and work 
tow ard a good 
cause, find a fo- 
rum  where you 
can demonstrate 
y o u r  co m m it- 
m en t to  th a t 
cause or belief.
W h e t h e r  
you  w an t to 
share a piece o f 
y o u rs e lf  w ith  
others to m eet 
their need or you feel society needs some- 
one to keep a watchful eye on a potential 
problem , you need  to position yourself 
where you can make an impact and act as 
an agent o f  change to assure progress to- 
ward your vision o f a better world. There 
are three great opportunities to work with 
the environment on campus, each with a 
different focus; check out the M arine Bi- 
o logy  C lu b , U A S S tream  W atch 
Adopt-a-Stream Program, or UAS Student 
Conservation Group. To help promote lit- 
eracy in elem entary children, consider 
being a Volunteer Reading Coach (ask any 
Rotarian); to feed the hungry (Glory Hole), 
comfort the sick (Hospice and Home Care
and the Pioneer’s Home), or befriend the 
w eary  (AWARE and The Salvation  
Auxiliary) you have to go off campus, 
b u t the gratification m akes the  trip 
worth your while.
I f  you ju s t want to have fun, volun- 
teering is still for you. I f  you’re new 
in town or ready for a fresh perspective, 
you need to get to know the commu- 
nity, m ake new friends, share your tal- 
ents and have an excuse to do what y ou 
love. Do you have a fantasy you’d like 
to pursue? I f  the groups already men- 
tioned don’t get you going, pick another 
club or organization that interests you 
and get with it. Check out the UAS 
Student Club list on page # o f this issue 
or look for it on a  campus bulletin board 
near you.
W hatever you do, do something. 
N on-profit organizations can provide 
you w ith  invaluable opportunities, 
gratify ing work, and exposure to in- 
fluen tia l people. V olunteering p ro - 
vides new challenges in a supportive 
environm ent that once m astered w ill 
give you the satisfaction o f accom - 
p lishm ent that can really  m ake you 
feel good about y o u rse lf and your 
future as you volunteer for success. 
Get involved now.
Ruth Danner is in the MBA program 
at UAS and a consultant specializing 
in computers, business administra- 
tion, and communications.
Whether you want to share a piece 
of yourself with others to meet their 
need or you feel society needs 
someone to keep a watchful eye on a 
potential problem, you need to 
position yourself where you can 
make an impact and act as an agent 
of change to assure progress toward 
your vision of a better world.
Viewpoint
Conservation student opposes university land bill
By Anissa Berry-Frick
UAS Student Conservation Group
Bet you would never guess that your university could be involved in such atrocity as clearcutting its hillsides? However, the ravaged landscape at 
Cape Yakataga and Ketchikan is a scarred tale o f short- 
sighted exploitation at the university’s doings.
In April 1997, Sen. Frank Murkowski (R-Alaska), 
introduced a university land grant bill (SB 660) that 
would allow the University o f Alaska to choose at least 
250,000 acres o f federal land, as well as 250,000 more 
acres if  the state matches with equal acreage. He has 
made numerous attempts to avail the Tongass National 
Forest to increased logging, and has met opposition with 
this bill before, and with just reason. At risk o f clearcut 
is up to 750,000 acres o f National Forest, federal land, 
and state public land. The areas the university could 
select from are wild lands protected by the Tongass Tim- 
ber Reform Act o f 1990 that were not designated as 
Wilderness and National Monument. These areas are 
prime old-growth forests important for wildlife, fish, 
subsistence use, recreation and tourism.
Sen. Murkowski is seeking out more ways to open 
up the Tongass for logging by claiming “historic injus- 
tice” that slighted the University land. He neglects to 
account for a 75,000 acre grant in Sec. 906(b) o f
ANILCA (Alaska Native Interest Lands Conservation Act) 
in 1980. This ranks Alaska not as 48th, but as 34th with 
all the other states that received federal land grants.
It is recognizable that the UA is a land grant univer-
sity and depends on revenue from its roughly 186,000 acres. 
During the establishment o f the land grants for higher edu- 
cation, each state received land based on population, not 
total acreage. Alaska received more than its fair share. 
When the Statehood Act was passed, it extinguished aP 
other land grant requests and 104 million acres of federal 
land was given to Alaska.
For each resident o f Alaska, the federal government 
has given 1/5 acre o f land to the UA system. This is three 
times the amount given to Washington, and 31 times more
land given to California. Clearly,, the state has acquired 
enough federal land. Sen. Dale Bumpers (D-Arkansas), 
who opposes the University Lands “grab” Bill, agrees 
that the state has received its fair share of federal land 
and questions why each resident of Alaska receives a divi- 
dend every year from the state and it still cannot support 
a university system. If the university needs more fund- 
ing, it should get it from the state legislature.
The real threat if  this bill passes will be to set a 
dangerous precedent in turning our National Forests 
over to private hands. Our public lands are part o f  our 
national heritage; a freedom where we can retreat from 
the frenzy o f urban sprawl to a wilderness setting that 
w ill be there in time immemorial.
Please w rite the A laska Delegation (Senators 
Stevens and Murkowski and Congressman Young) and 
President Clinton and tell them that you are opposed 
to the University Land Bill before it is too late. If you 
would like additional information about this bill or the 
Student Conservation Group feel free to contact me at 
7 S 9 - 6 3 6 0 .
Anissa Berry-Frick is a s tuden t at UAS, and she is also 
the coordinator and studen t contact for the Student 
Conservation Group.
For each resident of Alaska, the 
federal government has given 1/5 acre 
of land to the UA system. This is 
three times the amount given to 
Washington and 31 times more land 
given to California.
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Knowles names UAS Student P residen t to Postsecondary Commission
By Crystal H uskey 
W halesong Reporter
C urren t UAS Senate P r e s i d e n t  R o s i e  G i lb e r t  has  b e e n  
app o in ted  as the s tuden t 
c o m m i s s i o n e r  to  th e  
A la sk a  C o m m is s io n  on 
Postsecondary  Education.
G ilbert w ill serve in this 
pos it ion  for two years.
N o m in a tio n s  for this 
p o s it ion  w ere  taken  from  
e a c h  o f  th e  c a m p u s e s  
around  the state. Each 
cam pus cou ld  subm it up 
to  tw o  c a n d i d a t e s  and  
th e n  e a c h  c a m p u s  h e ld  
th e ir  ow n  e lec t io n s  last 
s p r in g  a n d  th e  w in n e r  
f ro m  e ac h  c am p u s  then  
su b m itted  th e i r  a p p l ic a - 
tion and  resum e to Gov.
T o n y  K n o w l e s ,  w h o  
chose  the  s tuden t to fill 
the  open  seat.
In  a p re p a re d  p re ss  
r e l e a s e  K n o w le s  c o m - 
m e n d e d  G i lb e r t  fo r  h e r  
w i l l in g n e s s  to se rv e  on 
the  P o s tseco n d a ry  C om - 
m ission . H e said, “ I am 
v e ry  p le a s e d  to ap p o in t  
such  a ta len ted  and d ed i- 
c a te d  y o u n g  A la sk a n  to 
th is  very im portan t post,
As a s tuden t leader at the 
University of Alaska South- east. 
R osie  has taken on a 
grea t deal o f  responsib il ity   
in ad d ition  to her academ ic s tud ies .”
"This position was one of great im- portance," Gilbert 
said. "The stu- dent commissioner helps to make sure 
s tuden ts  have  a voice  in decisions that 
are m ade about their l ives.” G ilbert will 
a ttend  her f irs t  m eeting  on Dec. 12.
In his le tte r recom m ending  G ilbert
for th e  s tu d e n t  s e a t ,  U A S  C h a n c e l lo r  
M a r s h a l l  L i n d  w r o t e ,  
" S h e  i s  a  v i g o r -ous s u p p o r te r  o f  the Un iv e r s i ty  o f  
A laska  and has influenced many o f  her 
peers to continue their education in the 
state. R osie  is exactly  the type o f  stu- 
dent ro le m odel we enjoy having at the
college. Not only has she taken on a 
leadersh ip  role in the s tuden t body, she 
has w orked  part-tim e in s tuden t a c t iv i- 
ties as In tram urals  C oord ina to r .”
A ss is tan t D irec to r  o f  S tuden t A c- 
t iv i t ie s  T ish  G rif f in  and  the  S tuden t 
G overnm en t A d v iso r  also  w ro te  a le t-
t e r  in  s u p p o r t  o f  
G i l b e r t ’s n o m in a t io n .  
G riffin  said tha t G ilbert 
“w e lc o m e s  a d d i t io n a l  
re sp o n s ib il i te s  and  a s - 
s ignm ents  and is an ea - 
g e r  v o lu n te e r  h e lp in g  
with a m yriad  o f  student 
even ts .  She is fu ll  o f  
e n e rg y  a n d  id e a s  and  
m otivates o ther students 
to partic ipa te . I ap p re - 
c i a t e  h e r  h u m o r ,  h e r  
s tro n g  c o m m u n ic a t io n  
sk ills  and her co m m it- 
m en t to get every th ing  
out o f  her co llege ex p e - 
r ience  tha t she can .” 
Gilbert graduated  in 
1994 f ro m  P e te r s b u rg  
H igh  School as its v a le - 
d ic torian . She is a b i- 
ology m ajo r  and m a in - 
ta ins a 3.4 GPA.
T he  m a in  p u rp o s e  
o f  the com m ission  is to 
s u p p o r t  th e  d e v e l o p - 
m en t o f  life long  le a rn - 
ers and productive A las- 
kan  c itizens  by p ro v id - 
ing educa tiona l loans to 
p o s tseco n d ary  s tudents  
and au thoriz ing  the op - 
e r a t i o n  o f
p os tsecondary  facilities  
in the state. The com - 
m ission  is m andated  by 
state statute and currently  
has seven  loan and gran t 
program s which it adm in- 
is ters  to A laskan  res iden ts  as well as 
two student exchange  program s.
To find out m ore about the A laska  
C om m ission  on P os tsecondary E duca- 
t i o n ,  v i s i t  t h e i r  w e b  s i t e  a t 
w w w . e d u c . s t a t e . a k . u s / a c p e /  
acp eh o m e .h tm l.
Photo by Matt Miller
Tish Griffin (middle) in her role as advisor to UAS-JC Student Government, and Student President Rosie Gilbert 
(right) listen while Senator Tenaya Hergert (left foreground) has the floor.
Griffin: Working hard to make UAS better, more fun
Asst. Director of Student Services says: "I Have the Best Job on Campus"
By Crystal H uskey 
W halesong Reporter
I f  it seem s like  Tish Griffin  is involved  in a lot o f  w hat happens at UA S, i t ’s no t an accident. In her pos it ion  as ass is tan t d irec to r  o f  s tuden t ser- 
v ices, fe llow  students, staff, and faculty  know  her  in 
m any  d ifferen t ways because  she w ears m any hats 
and ju g g le s  m ultip le  tasks.
G riffin , w ho w as bo rn  in C alifo rn ia ,  e arned  a 
b a c h e lo r ’s degree in Political Science from W ashing- 
ton State U n ivers ity  and w ent on to earn her m a s te r ’s 
degree  in Education , w ith  a spec ia lty  in C ollege  S tu - 
dent P ersonnel A dm in is tra tion , from  C olorado  State 
U niversity .
G riffin  first cam e to Juneau  in 1985 from  W ash- 
ing ton , w here  she was em ployed  at W ashington  State 
as a res idence  hall director. U pon  her arrival in Ju - 
neau , she reported  to the d irec to r  o f  a th le tics  and her 
m ain  ob jective  was to open studen t housing  at UAS. 
A ccord ing  to Griffin , “The w hole  reaso n  for open - 
ing housing  w as to help increase  the num ber o f  fu ll- 
tim e students. At that time, the average  age o f  a s tu- 
den t w as 37. The curren t average  age o f  our s tu - 
dents in housing  is 22 .”
W hen  Griffin  w as p rom oted  in 1988 to the d i- 
rec to r  o f  ac tiv ities , a th le tics , and housing  at UAS, 
she soon d iscove red  the jo b  cam e w ith  m any  new 
add itiona l responsib il ites . These responsib il i t ie s  in - 
c luded  every th ing  from  being  in charge o f  the b o o k - 
s to re , the ch ild re n ’s center, the W halesong, and ac t- 
ing as the adv iso r to s tuden t governm ent. “Things 
have  changed  w ith  the w ind ,” G riffin  said regard ing  
how  m uch  her jo b  has changed over the years.
G rif f in ’s current position includes fundraising re - 
sp o n s ib il i t ie s ,  s i t t in g  on the c h a n c e l lo r ’s cab ine t,
heading  studen t services, s itt ing  on the  steering com - 
m ittee  for accred ita tion , and stil l  serv ing  as the s tu - 
den t governm ent advisor.
“ I think i t ’s the best job  on cam pus ,” Griffin said. 
“It keeps me m otivated  because there is noth ing  m un- 
dane about m y  job . I t ’s a w onderfu l ba lance  o f  ad - 
m inistra tion  and student interaction. I w ant to be seen 
as he lp fu l to s tuden ts .”
Griffin  has m any goals she hopes to accom plish  
this year through her jo b .  The f irs t  goal, w hich  she 
has already accom plished, was to m ake Tuxedo Junc- 
tion 1997 a success. A no ther goal is to help students  
develop lifelong  fr iendsh ips  and to learn leadersh ip  
skills. “I t ’s basica lly  like teach ing  Life  Skills  101, 
because  these  are the things that s tudents  w ill p ro b - 
ably rem em ber the m ost a fter co llege ,” she said. One 
o ther goal G riffin  hopes  to accom plish  is to m ake 
sure there are activ ities  and events  that m eet the in - 
terests  o f  all s tudents.
In regards to the overa ll  v iew  o f  UAS, G riffin  
said, “I feel like it's A la sk a ’s bes t  kep t secret. I hope 
students  d o n ’t take it fo r  g ran ted . There  is a g ro w - 
ing repu ta tion  for the un ivers ity  and I w ant to be a 
part o f  i t ! ”
As i f  he r  day jo b  w a sn ’t enough, G riffin  is also 
very  invo lved  in the com m unity . She is a m em ber 
o f  the  G lacie r  Valley R o ta ry  C lub, P res iden t o f  the 
B oard  o f  Trustees at C hapel by the Lake, and was 
p rev ious ly  invo lved  in the Juneau  Big B ro ther/B ig  
S is ter p rog ram  for five years.
G riffin  is also very  invo lved  in her s ix-year-o ld  
daugh ter  A lex an d ra ’s life , e spec ia lly  in her educa- 
tion. She even  m anages to f ind  tim e to w ork  as a 
vo lu n tee r  pa ren t in her d a u g h te r ’s first g rade class 
at R iverbend  E lem entary  School.
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Student starts stream watchers program at Peterson Creek
By Heather Montez 
Whalesong Reporter
A  group formed last spring to moni- tor streams around Juneau is hop- ing to recruit more help from uni- 
versity students.
Joel Kafka, a biology student at UAS, 
started the group known as Stream Watch- 
ers after he noticed that streams around his 
house were being encroached by industrial 
development, oil and other residual effects 
were occurring from snowplowing, runoff 
from the dirt roads in the area and new resi- 
dential developments. At that time, he 
was living in the Lemon Creek area and was 
concerned about both Lemon Creek and 
nearby Vanderbilt Creek.
He rem em bers hearing about 
the work that the Discovery Foun- 
dation and other researchers were 
doing on Duck Creek and he became 
concerned that nothing was being 
done on the other creeks in Juneau.
Kafka decided he would get a 
group o f students together and begin 
monitoring the streams before they 
turned into something as bad as Duck 
Creek. Kafka said there are a lot o f 
Juneau streams that could just use 
some public awareness from people 
who care w hat happens to them. 
Kafka feels that some streams are 
probably already in pretty sad shape, 
but that no one has ever really looked 
into why they are that way.
“No one has ever really walked 
the streams and looked at what kind 
of fish live in them, or done water qual- 
ity tests on any of them, Kafka said. 
"Data needs to be recorded in order to 
keep track o f the animals and fish in 
and around the streams, along with 
monitoring the groundwater levels, 
and mineral contents already in the wa- 
ter.”
Getting the baseline data o f the streams 
is what the group is aiming for right now 
and if  they find the streams in bad shape 
they want to m ake the public aware o f  it 
and drum up possible ways to better m an- 
age them. “No one really knows if  indus- 
try is having a negative impact on streams 
and at least we can look into it and see,” he 
said.
Peterson Creek, located at the end o f 
North Douglas Island near where the new 
golf course is being proposed, is already 
being monitored for stream flow. They 
are also trying to see which fish species are
present in the creek. His group wants to 
try to establish a system using inverterbrates 
and plants to indicate the health  o f  the 
stream. I f  the animals and plants survive 
then the stream is healthy, but if they don’t 
well then something needs to be done, he 
said.
The stream watchers will also set crest 
and staff gauges in Peterson Creek. Staff 
gauges measure the heigth of the water level, 
while crest gauges indicate the level o f water 
during heavy rains and will show how high 
the water reaches during flooding, if  that oc- 
curs.
Because Peterson Creek is still pristine, 
Kafka feels it is really urgent to get the 
baseline data now. “If  they do put the golf 
course in, we will have the data to be able to 
say this stream has definitely been impacted. 
We won’t have much validity if  we don’t have 
the baseline data,” he said.
The initial group last year consisted o f 
a few interested university students and now 
Kafka hopes to expand it into a larger net- 
work. “I thought that if  we had a bigger 
group o f students we could collaborate data 
and it w ouldn’t be so overwhelming. I f  we 
had 30 people, actually doing some good 
work out there, that would be reasonable,” 
Kafka said.
The group’s first meeting o f the semes- 
ter was held Wednesday, Oct. 15, at the 
Anderson Building and was well attended 
by students along with representatives from 
the Department o f  Environmental Conser- 
vation (DEC), the U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS), Auke Bay Laboratories, and re- 
searchers who have been studying D uck 
Creek and other streams around Juneau. 
The research  organizations are excited  
about the enthusiasm o f the students and 
they are willing to provide the stream watch-
ers group with instruments and any profes- 
sional assistance they might need.
Randy Stahl and Cathy Connor, both sci- 
ence professors at UAS, want to encourage 
other students to become involved. They are 
proposing a three-credit research course to be 
offered next semester that will define specific 
projects relating to the streams. Professor 
Stahl encouraged students to use the oppor- 
tunity to work alongside professionals in the 
field and gain scientific experience while earn- 
ing university credit. The professors hope that 
these course projects will produce usefu l data 
that can be used for future scientific reference 
and give students opportunities to present their 
data at conferences and to other profession- 
als.
For those students or others interested in 
helping or anyone who wants additional in- 
formation on upcoming meetings you may 
contact Kafka at 790-4674.
Photo courtesy of Joel Kafka
Joel Kafka started the Stream Watchers program 
last spring at UAS.
Peterson Creek
Dolly Steel and Otter Splash 
Eagle cries above.
M ink and Coho 
Pink island water
Silly students o f  love 
Slow walk squishy 
and raven calls 
Skunk cabbage nibble too 
Snow soft whispers 
Sitka spruce 
I ’ll buzz along 
and so can you
—LT-G
Radio station fever breaks out on UAS campus
By Heather Montez 
Whalesong Reporter
Plans for a radio station on campus have been put into motion. Deborah Delaney, communications major and president of the newly formed Radio Station Club, pre- 
sented ideas for the student-run radio station at the Oct. 3 
Student Govermnent meeting.
The ideas were met with enthusiasm by all members at 
the meeting and a resolution is being written to formalize the 
student government’s support. Their support is the first criti- 
cal step to success and fruition for the station. With the 
university’s name on the project, the club will be able to write 
grants and solicit donations from around the state.
However, technically the club is still in need o f an advi- 
sor before they can officially be considered a club by the uni- 
versity. Since student government is supporting the idea, all 
it needs now to become official is an advisor, Delaney said. 
She is hoping that a professor from the Communications De- 
partment will be able to take the post.
Although the student government’s support has opened 
up opportunities, there are still a lot o f obstacles to overcome. 
The startup costs and daily running of a radio station can be 
very expensive, Delaney said. She realizes raising the initial 
funds to purchase equipment and getting on the air is going to 
be the hardest part, but this hasn’t slowed the club down or 
deterred them from their goal. The Radio Club will be receiv- 
ing some assistance from student government but Delaney 
assured them that the radio station would be self-sufficient 
once it was up and running. The Radio Club is planning nu- 
merous student fund-raisers and hopes that donations of equip- 
ment and money will come pouring in, Delaney added.
Club members are looking to radio stations across the 
state for equipment donations and have already acquired a 
mixing board from KINY, a local station in downtown Ju- 
neau. Delaney feels that once these initial costs are covered 
and the station is up and running, they will be able to support 
themselves with advertising. “Our generation is a largely ig- 
nored market in Juneau and once there is a radio station cater- 
ing to us there will undoubtedly follow merchants looking to 
sell advertising,” she said. However, Delaney said that they 
still need additional equipment and she would like any orga-
nization or person who might be able to donate in-kind con- 
tributions or funding to contact her.
The Radio Club has seven students who are very com- 
mitted to the project and four o f those are student govern- 
ment members. The radio station idea originated from 
Delaney’s frustrations about lack o f information on campus
activities and the lack o f decent music on the current Ju- 
neau stations.
“I f  there was a radio station on campus there would 
be at least a 100% increase in student involvement, which 
would mean more fun for the students, higher involve- 
ment o f students, higher turnouts for fund-raisers and more 
people interested in attending school here," Delaney said. 
"Students will listen because students will be running the 
station.” Delaney has inspired others with her views and 
radio fever has quickly spread through the campus.
The club has been busy researching, obtaining esti- 
mates, talking to the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion (FCC), looking into available space on campus and 
figuring out the electrical needs o f a radio station. An area 
in the student lounge that used to house video games is the 
prim e spot for the station right now and an estimate is be- 
ing written to enclose and soundproof the area. Estimates 
for equipment have already come in at close to $11,000.
Delaney wants to make it clear that this project isn’t 
ju st for students who want to have fun. She added, the 
intent for the radio station is to open up a whole range of 
uses.
“It doesn’t need to be just a club and it doesn’t need to 
be something to do on your extra time." she said. "It needs 
to be something where people who are interested can work 
not ju s t for fun but for credit and be learning something.”
The Radio Club is hoping to integrate the radio sta- 
tion into the Communications Department, where the work 
experience can be used for practical purposes. Delaney 
feels this w ill not only give current communications stu- 
dents opportunities, but will also encourage future students 
to attend the university. Anchoring the station to an aca- 
demic program will also ensure the radio stations exist- 
ence after the current group o f enthusiastic students who 
are working toward establishment o f a station have either 
graduated or gone on, she said.
For those ready to jum p on the radio bandwagon and 
get involved, Radio Club meetings have changed from the 
previous Tuesday evening m eetings to Friday evening 
meetings, which start at 6 p.m. in the M ourant Cafeteria. 
You may call Delaney at 789-9149 for additional informa- 
tion.
Photo by Mott Miller
Deborah Delaney tries to enlist support from Student 
Senators for the establishment o f a radio station.
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Student Regent has a unique perspective
Nelson-Wright has ties to all three UA campuses
By Heather Montez 
Whalesong Reporter
B orn and raised in A nchorage, Annette Nelson- W right hasn ’t fully adjusted  to the rainy city o f  Juneau yet, even though sh e’s lived here 
for two years. However, she has adjusted to her 
busy new life as student regent on the U niversity  o f  
A laska Board o f Regents.
N elson-W right m oved to Juneau two years ago 
after m arrying Bruce W right, a b io logy professor 
here at UAS. She was a ttending classes at UAA 
before her m ove to UAS and her step-daughter is 
taking classes at UAF.
N elson-W right has kept busy as a full-tim e stu- 
dent these past few years and last year added editor 
o f  the W halesong to her schedule. This year, after 
being appointed by Gov. Tony K now les to the Board 
o f  Regents, the w ord busy has taken on a w hole new 
meaning.
N elson-W right said, “They told me w hen I was 
interview ing I would be traveling m aybe once every 
other month. W hat they d id n ’t tell me were all the 
peripheral things that are involved .”
Along w ith the regular m onthly  board  m eetings, 
w hich include time spent reading  and review ing the 
often one inch thick agendas, N elson-W right travels 
out o f  town for Planning and D evelopm ent m eetings, 
Coalition o f S tudent Leaders m eetings, and Profes- 
sional Educators Coordinating C om m ittee m eetings. 
She’s also spokesperson and chair o f  the C oalition 
o f  Student Leaders and Ex-O fficio m em ber o f the 
U niversity o f  A laska Foundation, the non-profit arm 
o f  the university that accepts m onetary gifts and also 
provides grants and scholarships for students. Other 
duties may include giving the keynote speech at the 
N orthw est Student Leadership C onference, speak- 
ing at building dedications and playing  host to im - 
portant people like U.S. Secretary o f Education R i- 
chard Riley. N elson-W right receives and responds 
to four or five pieces o f  mail and up to 20 e-mails a 
day.
And th a t’s not all, on top o f those responsibilities, 
Nelson-W right is required to be a full-tim e student. She 
said, “I don’t sleep a lot and I do n ’t have much o f a life
som etim es, but its definitely w orth it for m e because 
its rew arding to make a difference and m ake a change.” 
N elson-W right feels the student regent position is 
a great opportunity for students to get their voices heard.
The student position comes with the same priv i- 
leges that the 10 other regents positions have, in- 
cluding voting weight as well as time to voice opin- 
ions and m ake com m ents on issues. “This is fairly 
unique for a university student.” She has learned 
that m any student regents around the country are 
not able to vote and may only serve for a one-year 
term , w hereas N elson-W right serves a tw o-year 
term.
Nelson-W right said she is amazed at how m any 
students ask her what the Board o f Regents do. She 
said the board is “the governing body that sets all 
the policies for the University o f A laska through- 
out the state, all m ajor changes to the system  are 
presented and approved by the Board o f R egents.” 
She rem inded students that they have an opportu- 
nity to voice their opinions to this board through 
her. H er role is to get things on the agenda that 
students are concerned about, to discuss these prob- 
lems and to m ake the board aware o f  student con- 
cerns.
Because her home is in Juneau, students here 
at UAS have the unique opportunity o f  talking to 
A nnette face-to-face anytime they want. She has a 
desk dow nstairs in the M ourant Building in the Stu- 
dent A ctivities and Housing Office and her door is 
open for students and faculty to come voice their 
opinions.
“I decided when I got the position that I would 
have an office here so people could come and talk to 
me when they needed,” she said. Nelson-Wright en- 
courages students to look at university-related issues 
and react to them. “Get involved, yeah it takes time 
and it takes effort, but it’s going to end up affecting 
you so it's to your benefit to find out what is going on. 
I t’s always easier to complain after the fact.”
She asked people to write her a note i f  they don’t 
have the time to talk and let her know what they think. 
You can e-mail her at: jsam n@ acadl .alaska.edu. She 
also encourages students to look at the Board o f  Re- 
gents web site, which lists upcoming conferences and
Continued on page 12
Photo by Scott Foster
Student Regent Annette Nelson-Wright (right) listens to Student 
Senator Melissa Nell about activities on the Juneau campus.
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T-shirts tell many tales about lives lost to domestic violence
Th ey are hung with clothespins like clean laundry, but the stains they represent will never vanish.
Shirts and blouses of every size 
and color, each one representing a 
woman or a child who has had their 
life torn apart by domestic violence.
The Clothesline Project was 
started  seven years ago in 
Massachusetts as a method o f raising 
awareness to the problem of violence 
against women and children, and it 
has since spread to other states and 
other communities across the country.
Several dozen Alaskan shirts 
are hanging in the lobby o f the
dow ntow n Federa l B uild ing in 
conjunction with O ctober's  
designation as D om estic Violence 
Awareness Month.
Each shirt is either made by a 
survivor of violence to help deal with 
the healing process or by a loved one 
as a form of tribute.
M any are decorated  w ith  
artw ork, som e contain personal 
details about the person's life, and 
each one is a particular color to depict 
the type of violence committed.
White shirts represent those 
who have died of violence; yellow or 
beige for those who have been battered
or assaulted ; blue or green  fo r  
survivors of incest and child sexual 
abuse: and purple for women who have 
been attacked because of their sexual 
orientation.
The Clothesline Project notes 
that one out of every two women will 
be in a violent relationship sometime 
in her life, while a woman is raped 
every minute of every day in this 
country.
Children aren't immune from  
such painful and traumatic violence 
either. At least one out of every three 
girls and one out of every seven boys 
will become victims of incest or sexual 
assault before they reach adulthood.
Photographs and text by Matt Miller
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New gas kiln almost ready to fire up thanks to student funds
By Matt Miller 
Whalesong Photo Editor
It ’s one o f the few campus construction projects— if not the biggest— that has been funded by students.
A  new high-temperature gas kiln is expected 
to be fired up for the first time during the next 
few weeks, and ceramics students will soon have 
a chance to experiment with new types of glazes 
and colors. “Students are excited for this and 
they’re starting to make pots exclusively for it,” 
said Todd Turek, associate professor of Art.
The new  kiln  is located near the 
Hendrickson Annex and has been an ongoing 
interest of Turek’s since he arrived at UAS in 
1989. Back then, the area outside the Annex 
was designated by the Art Department and Physi- 
cal Plant as an outdoor firing area, but it was 
always wet and exposed, and that can cause prob- 
lems when firing pottery up to 2,400 degrees.
“If that firing goes too fast or converts the 
steam too fast, you have an explosion,” Turek 
said. “And I’ve actually seen that explosion.” 
As a way to consolidate the area near the 
Annex, plans drawn up by the university archi- 
tect included an early design for a kiln shelter, 
but there was no budget to pay for the $10,000 
price tag back in 1989. “It kind of went by the 
wayside,” Turek said and instead he fashioned a 
metal awning and an inefficient gas kiln, which 
lasted for a few years.
He said that the idea for a permanent kiln 
really began to take root with former UAS Stu- 
dent President Scott Trible. Without any back- 
ing or help from Turek, Trible persuaded other 
student government representatives to set aside 
$10,000 for a permanent structure. Turek said 
Trible also proposed that the area be used as a 
student congregation area, or for staging canoes
and kayaks for Auke Lake. “Although I initially 
intended to take tire whole thing over and use it 
exclusively for ceramics,” Turek joked.
UAS Chancellor Marshall Lind said stu- 
dents have previously contributed money for 
other improvements 
on campus. Some 
funds were presented 
as a matching grant 
for projects initially 
funded by adminis- 
tration. “The kiln is 
probably the biggest 
one," said Lind.
Almost half of 
the revenues for the 
Student Government 
budget came from ac- 
tivity fees assessed to 
students during regis- 
tration. Full-time stu- 
dents currently kick 
in $15 while students 
taking less than three 
credits contribute $3.
Those revenues will 
make up roughly half 
o f  this y ear’s 
$ 160,000 budget that 
will go for such items 
as scholarships, ac- 
tivities and events, 
operation o f  the 
Whalesong student newspaper, and stipends for 
the student government president and vice-presi- 
dent.
Turek was on sabbatical in 1995 when the 
initial grant was paired up with a matching 
$10,000 grant from MAPCO, an Alaskan com- 
pany which has developed a reputation for fund-
ing other university projects around the state. That 
was followed by a $5,000 donation last spring 
from the administration of the School of Educa- 
tion, Liberal Arts, and Sciences to help cover the 
total cost o f the project.
Like the kiln, 
Lind encourages stu- 
dents to take an active 
role and continue to 
support other projects 
that m ight benefit 
them, but which may 
never be completed 
because o f  budget 
constraints. “It’s a 
great project, and it’s 
really rewarding to see 
the students partici- 
pate in some of these 
things and take a spe- 
cial interest in it,” he 
said.
The kiln features 
porous, lightweight, 
and easy-to-cut high- 
tem perature fire 
bricks made out of 
alumina and silica. 
Similar to the heat-re- 
sistant tiles glued to 
tire underside of the 
space shuttle, the 
bricks can withstand 
temperatures up to 2,600 degrees. At the top of 
the kiln, the bricks are arranged in a sprung arch 
that’s held in place by a metal frame constructed 
by T&S Welding, a local company. Such an arch 
helps with heat and gas flow and it’s cheaper to 
build than a flat-topped kiln.
Along with help from UAS ceramics stu-
dents Guy Lewis and Gordon Harrison, Turek 
donated his own time this past summer, after class 
and during week-ends, to construct tire kiln. The 
shelter and concrete pad were already built by 
Physical Plant workers while Turek was absent 
and a fence will be added later to prevent oblivi- 
ous passers-by from stumbling into the kiln while 
it’s in operation.
The current electrical kiln located indoors 
used radiant heat to heat up pottery to about 2,185 
degrees. “It’s basically a glorified stove,” Turek 
said.
Tire new kiln will use natural gas, a car- 
bon-based fuel source, that bums hotter— about 
2,400 degrees. “It will be radiating light that 
will be yellow-hot,” he added. Such tempera- 
tures will allow for high-fired porcelain and new 
textures and colors of glazes. “They’ll just be 
different,” said Turek and, “they’ll have a spot- 
ted look to them.”
Turek said it’ll help bring UAS’s kiln fa- 
cilities up to par with art departments at other 
schools. “Now, we can offer a complete range 
of glaze effects. Outside of a salt kiln, we can 
fire to the same type o f temperatures and glaze 
effects as most colleges and universities in the 
country.”
Once it’s completed and operating on a 
regular basis— possibly as soon as next month 
— Turek expects as many as sixty ceramics stu- 
dents to put as much as a hundred individual 
pieces of pottery through the kiln each semester. 
This will help to take the strain off the current 
indoor kiln.
So now that Turek’s pet project is nearly 
finished, what’s next? “I don’t know,” he said 
and laughed, “Usually you have to have some- 
thing to fill that void. Otherwise, you just come 
here and find yourself sitting here and staring 
out the window a lot.”
Photo by M att Miller
Associate Professor o f A rt Todd Turek 
inspects the space under the roof arch of the 
new high-temperture gas kiln prior to the 
fitting of the final bricks.
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Inaugural Bread Loaf program receives rave reviews
By Crystal Huskey 
Whalesong Reporter
Photo by Scott Foster
Scott Christian, coordinator of the Bread Loaf program 
at UAS and a Bread Loaf alumnus.
T
Christian, a Bread Loaf alumnus and the coordinator of the Bread 
Loaf program at UAS, completed his degree in three summers. 
But he doesn’t recommend it for everyone. He said he was 
ready for the funny farm after his three summers at Bread Loaf, 
but he added that he loved it too because it is a wonderful pro- 
gram.
The main campus for the Bread Loaf School of English is 
located at the foot o f Bread Loaf Mountain near Middlebury, 
Vennont. The other affiliate sites for the program are Lincoln 
College in Oxford, England and the Native American Prepara- 
tory School in Rowe, New Mexico. According to Christian, 
who is also the director of the Professional Education Center at 
UAS, Juneau may become a permanent site for the program in 
the near future. Plans are underway to make the 1999 summer 
session tire full six-week program.
Tuition for the 1998 program in Juneau is $1,000 plus 
room and board. Accommodations have been made for stu- 
dents to stay in UAS Housing and use the cafeteria for meals. 
Estimated cost for the meal plan and for housing is about 
$720 for the three-week session.
Credits earned through this program can be applied to- 
ward degree programs at the Bread Loaf School of English 
or may be transferable to other institutes.
The three courses students can choose from for the 1998 
summer institute are: “Shakespeare and the Wilderness,” 
“Writing and the Sense of Place,” and “Native American Lit- 
erature.” Participants in the program will also have the op- 
portunity to participate on BreadNet, which is a telecommu- 
nications network for past and present Bread Loafers (or BLers 
as they commonly refer to themselves).
UAS Dean John Pugh o f Faculty was instrumental in 
bringing Bread Loaf to Juneau. Pugh said, “This program is a 
prestigious East Coast program that has been in existence for 70 
years. UAS is playing a role in bringing a quality writing pro- 
gram to Alaskan residents. Bread Loaf brings some of the best 
writers and professors from other campuses and other places to 
Juneau for tins summer program," 
he added.
"It is a wonderful opportunity 
to showcase our university to these 
people, who will undoubtedly tell 
others about UAS. In this way our 
reputation and the program’s can
only continue to grow.”
Pugh recently met with the Director o f  the Bread Loaf 
program, Jim Maddox, to discuss next summer’s session. 
Maddox traveled to Alaska from Vennont in late September 
to finalize plans for next summer’s institute. He attended the 
opening days o f this past summer’s institute and was lucky 
enough to be here during Juneau’s sunniest June in years. 
Maddox said, “Bread Loaf historically has close connections 
with Alaska teachers and we are proud to be taking that next 
step in that partnership. We felt very welcome at UAS and in 
Juneau and we look forward to another summer there.”
Nicchia Learner, a UAS senior in Liberal Arts, attended the 
Bread Loaf program in June. Learner was the youngest student 
in the program. Learner said, “I had a grand time and I learned a 
lot. It was challenging and exciting and I can’t wait to go to 
Vermont next summer.”
UAS English Professor Judy Andree was also a Bread Loaf 
participant this past summer. Andree said, “It was challenging, 
but nurturing at the same time. We had a wonderful group of 
people, many, many talented students. And I thought the instruc- 
tors were very inspiring.” She said she will probably attend the 
Juneau institute next summer.
Whalesong Editor Alexis Ross Miller joined Andree and 
Learner in completing the three-week institute. Miller said, “It 
was the highlight of my summer. It was the most intense aca- 
demic experience I have ever had. But I loved every minute of it 
and I can hardly wait until next summer. I hate to miss the Juneau 
institute, but I hope to attend the full six-week program in Ver- 
mont.” She added, “If I could clone myself I would because I 
want to attend all four campuses, but I will probably only be able 
to afford the program in Vermont.”
Anyone interested in applying for this program can contact 
Christian at 465-8744 or may obtain an application packet by 
writing to: Bread Loaf School of English, Sunderland Language 
Center, Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont 05753.
Applications for the program are due by March 15.
he Bread Loaf Literature and Writing Institute was in 
tro duced for the first time at UAS this past summer 
and is coming back next summer. The in-depth three- 
week program, which consists o f taking one graduate litera- 
ture course and receiving training in telecommunications, is 
primarily for middle school and high school teachers, but is 
open to anyone who is interested.
Twenty-seven students, most of whom were teachers 
from Juneau and other communities in the state, participated 
in last summer’s program. The 1998 program will be held 
June 8-23 and will be increased to a maximum of 50 stu- 
dents. Another new edition this coming summer will be to 
open the program to students from the Lower 48, as well as 
Alaska.
The 27 students who participated in the inaugural program 
will receive preference if they decide to attend the Juneau insti- 
tute again. However, those students may choose to attend the full 
six- week programs in Vermont, at the main Bread Loaf campus, 
or one of the other wo affiliate campuses. Students in the master’s 
program must complete 30 graduate credits during five summer 
sessions to obtain their degree. They may also choose to accel- 
erate their programs and finish in less time, but the workload is 
heavy already and it is difficult to do in a shorter timeframe. Scott
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N elso n -W rig h t...
Continued from page 7
is su e s  s tu d e n ts  c an  g e t  in v o lv e d  in (h t tp : / / 
info.alaska.edu/bor/rso.html).
One issue Nelson-W right wants to bring to stu- 
d en ts’ a tten tion  is  the new  com prehensive po licy 
for student responsib ilities that is currently  being 
written. This policy sets forth the expectations that 
the  university has fo r its students regarding ce r- 
tain levels o f  decorum  and responsibility. N elson- 
W rig h t has copies o f  the policy  and has given cop- 
ies to the student governm ent so that students pan 
view  them and m ake com m ents. “This is som e- 
th ing students should have input into. They are 
being drawn up and they are going to be im ple- 
m ented," she said, and now  is the tim e for students 
to com m ent on these policies.
A nother issue facing the university system  is 
the incredible budget shortfall and the cuts that 
need  to be m ade. N elson-W right feels confident 
that the Juneau cam pus w ill m ake it through the 
budget crunch bu t students need  to know w h a t’s 
going on. “We have a  great cam pus. I  don’t know  
i f  people are really  aw are o f how  good we have it 
here in Ju n ea u /’ she said, “I ’m always so filled  
w ith  pride w hen I go to  the board  m eetings. The 
Juneau cam pus always look so good, I m ean  we 
don’t  have any deadw eigh t around here, there isn ’t  
anyone w ho is n ’t do ing  the ir part. C hancello r 
M arshall L ind is responsible for that.”
E ven th o u g h  h e r  new  p o s itio n  k eep s  h e r 
busy  and m any  tim es aw ay from  h e r h u sb an d , 
N elso n -W rig h t likes h e r p o s t and  feels i t ’s her 
duty. She sa id , “I fee l v e ry  fo r tu n a te  in  m y life . 
I have a good life  and I th in k  its  a p e rso n ’s re - 
s p o n s ib il i ty  to  p u t so m e th in g  b ack  in to  th e  
world, in to  th e i r  c o m m u n ity , in to  w h a te v e r  
realm or sco p e —I th in k  ju s t  b e in g  a h um an  b e - 
ing  on ea rth , i t ’s p a rt o f  y o u r  duty, i f  y o u 're  
p h y sica lly  a b le .”
Student Government eyes outdoor recreation center
By Rosie G ilbert 
President, USUAS-JC
S tuden t G overnm en t has a num b er o f  s tu - den t concerns being  b ro u g h t to o u r  a tten  tio n  th a t I ’d  lik e  to b rin g  to the  a tten tio n  
o f  all s tuden ts. We are in d iscu ssio n  w ith  C han - 
ce llo r M arsh a ll L in d  fo r an O utdoor R ecrea tio n  
C enter. We are lo o k in g  a t a  b u ild in g  be tw een  
the S o b o le ff A nnex and the path  to the lake. This 
w ou ld  p ro v id e  s to rag e  fo r m ore kayaks, skis, and  
o th er o u tdoo r eq u ip m en t w e w ould  like  to p u r- 
chase bu t there  is n o t enough  room  in the cu r- 
ren t fac ility , w hich  is only  one room  in  the  dow n- 
s ta irs  o f  the M o u ran t B u ild ing .
The in s tru c to r fo r C o n stru c tio n  Technology, 
G ary B ow en, has ag reed  to take  the b u ild in g  on 
as a class p ro je c t in the sp ring . W ith th e ir help , 
w e w ou ld  on ly  be re sp o n sib le  for p ro v id in g  m a- 
te ria ls  (es tim ated  at $5 ,000). A d d itiona l d iscu s- 
sion  on the b u ild in g  and the O utdoor R ecrea tion  
C en ter in  gen era l w ill tak e  p lace  in  the M ouran t 
S tu d en t C onference  R oom  on W ednesday, Nov. 
5, at 3 p .m . E veryone is in v ited  to com e and 
b ra in s to rm  w ith  us.
We have h eard  m uch en thusiasm  fo r a s tu - 
den t rad io  s ta tio n  on cam pus this y ear (see re - 
la ted  sto ry  on page  8). T he R adio  S ta tion  C lub 
has p re sen ted  S tu d en t G overnm ent w ith  a b u d - 
g e t o f  w hat is n e ed e d  to g e t s ta rted  on th is idea 
and a couple o f  sen a to rs  are w riting  up a re so lu - 
tion  in support o f  the rad io  s ta tio n  and  it w ill be
vo ted  on in  upcom ing  m eetings. S tartup  costs 
have  been  estim ated  a t abou t $11,000 and they 
a lready  have fu n d ra is in g  p lans. P lease ta lk  to 
y o u r senato rs  and  le t us know  i f  you are in favor 
o f  a rad io  s ta tio n  on cam pus.
W ould you be opposed  to s tu d en t funds b e - 
ing a llo ca ted  fo r th is serv ice?  W ould you ra th e r 
have a U A S tim e  slo t on o th e r s ta tio n s  cu rren tly  
availab le?  We w ill be p ass in g  around  surveys 
on th is  top ic . P lea se  tak e  the  tim e  to  fill these  
out so w e can b e tte r rep resen t yo u r needs in the 
S tuden t Senate.
S tudent G overnm ent m eetings are F ridays at 
4 :30  p.m . in  the  M o u ran t S tu d en t C o n fe ren ce  
R oom  (g round  floor). You are w elcom e to jo in  
us. I f  you  can n o t m ake i t  to  a m eetin g  b u t are 
c o n ce rn ed  a b o u t an is su e  w e w ill be  ta lk in g  
about, you  can  w rite  a le tte r  to  the  S enate  and  it 
w ill be read  in to  the m inu tes.
M inu tes (n o tes from  the  m eetin g ) are po sted  
outside the conference  room , in the cafeteria , and 
are av a ilab le  on  tape  in  the  S tu d en t G overnm ent 
O ffice . P lease  take the tim e to be in form ed . 
T hese  d ec is io n s  w ill a ffec t you . We are do ing  
the b e st we can to get s tu d en t inpu t bu t i f  you 
have any suggestions o r concerns, ta lk  to any one 
o f  us. We are here  as e lec ted  o ffic ia ls  fo r you.
S tu d e n t G o v e rn m en t m em b ers  are: R obb  
B e n i tz ,  V e n ie t ia  C a r u s o ,  T e n a y a  H e rg e r t ,  
M ichelle  H inkley, A utum n Low rey, M elissa  N ell, 
T ia R ose, and W onder R ussell.
Alumni Association alive and well and giving money
By R u t h  D a n n e r
Vice President, A lum ni A ssociation
The goal o f  your alumni association is to pro vide two deserving students with $2,000 each in scholarship  m oney every year. We are 
pleased to introduce our scholarship recipients for 
the 1997-98 academic year, Abigail LaForce and Rob- 
ert Ivey.
Abigail LaForce graduated from Juneau-Douglas 
High School last June with a 3.4 grade point average 
and is eager to continue her form al education at UAS. 
She is aiming at an Associate o f  Arts degree in gen- 
eral studies because o f its flexibility for use in a four 
year program  and its open applicability to many ar- 
eas o f  employment. LaForce hasn’t picked an area 
o f  emphasis yet, and is looking forward to exploring 
the possibilities. She has been working at the Bill 
Ray Center for the university at the Professional Edu- 
cation Training Center, and expects to continue to 
w ork her way through school.
According to one teacher, Nancy Thomas, “She 
knows what it takes to achieve her goals; hard work, 
responsible effort and persistence.” And from an- 
other instructor, Alma Harris, “Abby LaForce’s great- 
est skills are her people skills. Abby is a talented 
and caring young woman w ho has a wonderful sense 
o f  humor.” She will be a great addition to the cam- 
pus.
Robert Ivey o f W rangell High School has set a 
remarkable pace in his life so far. H e is active in 
cross country, basketball, pep band, and his church 
youth group. H e participated in school plays for the 
past two years, worked as a lifeguard for the Wrangell 
Parks and R ec and helped to coordinate the 1996 
Little League (Majors) baseball regional and state 
tournaments. W ith all these extra curricular activi- 
ties, he still m anaged a  3 .4  grade point average. 
Teacher Barbara Neyman says, “The sciences and 
mathematics disciplines have always been Robert’s
strong areas. His true love, however, is the computer,” 
Ivey is a Tech Master, a title given to an elite group 
o f students who provide technical support and train- 
ing for students and staff and support the district-wide 
inform ation system  including electronic bulletin  
b ard and new web site.
M em bers o f  the Wrangell community give Ivey 
rave reviews. According to teacher Lenny Church, 
“Robert exemplifies the type o f  student who is a joy  
to w ork with. Robert has learned that many things o f 
value in life require hard work, dedication, and a posi- 
tive attitude to achieve;” and teacher Barbara Neyman 
says his “ independence and strength o f  character 
[make him] a role model for students facing tough 
decisions.” Dennis Reed, a fishery biologist w ith the 
USDA Forest Service calls Robert “very dependable,” 
“eager to learn,” and “ [possessing] an outstanding 
w ork ethic,” Patricia Warfel, the school secretary 
says, “He is a very determined young man and works 
extremely hard to do the best possible job he can in 
any situation. H e is always willing to help his peers 
and shows good judgm ent in different situations that 
arise.” Principal Ray Hillman nom inated Ivey for 
the Principal’s Scholarship Program , and perhaps 
teacher Dan Roope summed up the sentiments o f all 
when he said, “Rob has the perseverance to overcome 
adversity and he has the potential to m ake Wrangell 
High and Alaska proud.”
The alumni association is pleased to be able to 
support the current student body through scholarships 
and by helping sponsor student activities like the Fall 
Picnic (this year complete with Sumo wrestlers), and 
the graduation brunch in  May, I f  you have ideas you 
would like us to consider, or if  you would like to know 
more about us, contact me at redarmer@alaska.net.
Congratulations to LaForce and Ivey on receiv- 
ing this year’s scholarships and to you all for select- 
ing UAS to help you expand your possibilities. W e’re 
happy with our results and I  hope you will be, too.
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Inside Madame Meng's Crystal Bail
Astrology for the weeks of October 24-November 7
By The Dream Dragon
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 22)
The Sun enters Scorpio in this last 
w eek in October and your life intensi- 
fies, gets complicated, and gives you 
heartburn. Breathe deep. It is just a 
phase, and you know you will make it 
through this maze o f  contracts. Use 
caution with sex. Ha. Ha. Do Scorpi- 
ons do that? The pressure o f obliga- 
tion only spurs you to more creative 
styles.
Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21)
Such a party fool. You are in high 
demand socially, and seem to be spin- 
ning out on recent success. Your life is 
starting to unfold before you, and you 
are one happy puppy. It seems as if  you 
can get everything done, and your work 
is easy. W hen you can manage to sit 
quietly you will receive a lot o f inspi- 
ration.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
M oney and g o a ls , m o n e y  and 
goals, you seem to always be just one 
step ahead o f everyone else. Actually, 
money and goals are what you are about 
this month (what a surprise), and you 
may end up spending some money to 
make money. Your love life improves, 
everyone wants your time now!
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
You are m ore interested in playing 
games and having a good time than finish- 
ing your projects. Your advisors and teach- 
ers may not take kindly to your eccentrici- 
ties. But use them to your advantage, write 
that stuff, do that dance, just remember to 
turn it in once you’ve written it! You are 
always on the cutting edge, and if  you scare 
a few people, so be it.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
You’ve been considering studying as- 
trology and other forms o f metaphysics 
lately. Unfortunately, they are not offered 
at the school you are attending. Resist that 
temptation to buy your friend’s car because 
it “needs you.” Venus is conjunct with Mars 
in Sagittarius, which may lead you away 
from the things you should do and toward 
a romance that is business or school-related. 
This is a great time for romance and work 
for you.
Aries (March 21-April 20)
You yearn for excitement and change 
since you find life a little dull right now. 
You consider quitting school, quitting a ro- 
mance, and traveling. It is ju st the begin- 
ning of a new revolution for you and the 
upswing is ju st around the comer. Changes 
are coming!
Taurus (April 21-May 20)
Ah, you old stickler. Going with the 
ebb and flow o f things is not always the 
easiest part o f your life. You want intimacy 
and w arm th, bu t som e o f those tricky 
scheduling things keep getting in the way. 
Relax and strive for a balance between your 
duties and obligations and your social life. 
Yes, you do have a life.
Gemini (May 21-June 20)
W hoa, baby, there’s a roller coaster in 
your life, and you are in center field. Fish 
or cut bait? Fish or cut bait? You work to 
improve your techno-skills and find that the 
com puters and m achines that you have 
been putting off are quite easy now. You 
ponder jobs, romance, the meaning o f life, 
and things get a little heavy off and on. 
Split yourself down the middle, make one 
half female, the other half male, and go out 
on Hallowe’en. It will be good for you.
Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Biases and old insecurities can be dis- 
carded now, and this new romance that has 
been hovering in the comers could take a 
new turn. You thrive on the idea o f being a 
rebel, and since the Sun enters Aquarius in 
this period , you  find y o u rse lf having 
strange fantasies. Just gear them toward 
study and w ork and you will be just fine.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)
You want to be thrilled and feel unap- 
preciated. It is just a small tiling, and you 
will receive the attention you deserve very 
soon, but for now, you must just concen- 
trate on getting your projects done. Things 
are probably not as dull as they feel, and 
there is new life ready to smack you at the 
end o f the tunnel. Standby.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept 22)
So why do you have to work so hard, 
when it seems that others spin around do- 
ing as little as possible? It could be that 
you take yourself too seriously, and need to 
delegate. Let someone else head that pro- 
gram, tote that barge, scrub that toilet. So 
what if they don’t do it as well as you? Re- 
lax and know you are brilliant.
Libra (Sept 23-Oct 22)
Deny that urge to buy the new 
computer, new shoes, new car, and the 
new books that keep whispering your 
name like an obsession. Perhaps pas- 
sion is a better word. Romances may 
be tempting as you pass a new birth- 
day, but the truth is probably that this 
era will lead you more toward your 
goals, and finishing all o f those wear- 
ing projects. Balance, remember, that 
is your keyword.
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Student debt influences major life 
decisions, survey finds
By Colleen De Baise 
College Press Exchange
B O STO N — The average  s tu d en t’s debt 
is $10 ,000 m ore than  it w as six  years 
ago, and the heavy  b u rden  o f  payback  
a ffec ts  m a jo r life  d ec is io n s , such  as 
w hen to m arry  or have k ids, a survey 
says.
A fte r g radua tion , the average s tu - 
den t is faced  w ith  a p ile  o f  debt to ta l- 
ing  $18 ,800 , acco rd in g  to N ellie  M ae , 
the la rg est n o n -p ro fit p ro v id e r o f  s tu - 
den t loans in the country , w hich  con- 
ducted  the study. T hat fig u re  has m ore 
than  doub led  since 1991, w hen the av- 
erage debt w as $8 ,200 .
T he fa c t th a t c o lle g e  tu itio n  has 
risen  at tw ice the ra te  o f  in flation  is one 
reason  fo r the exp losive  grow th  in b o r- 
row ing , the study found . A no ther fac- 
to r is that m ore loans and less grants 
are availab le  to s tu d en ts . A lso, th e re ’s 
a g ro w in g  n u m b er o f  o ld e r s tu d en ts  
w ho d o n ’t get as m uch fin an c ia l help 
from  th e ir p a ren ts , the su rvey  found.
M ost o f  the 1,098 studen ts in te r- 
v iew ed as p a rt o f  N ellie  M ae ’s N ational 
S tuden t L oan Survey  d esc rib ed  th e ir 
deb t as a necessa ry  evil. Even though 
m o n th ly  p a y m e n ts  ta k e  a h u g e  b ite  
from  th e ir paychecks, g rads said  a co l- 
lege d ip lom a w ould  have been  nearly  
im possib le  w ith o u t loans.
A bout th re e -q u a rte rs  said  the in - 
v estm en t they  m ade in th e ir  education  
w as w orth  it fo r p e rso n a l grow th , and 
64 percen t said  it w as w orth  it fo r ca- 
re e r  o p p o rtu n itie s . “F o r to d a y ’s jo b  
seeker, a co llege  ed u ca tio n  is ju s t  as 
im portan t as a h igh  school d ip lom a w as 
a g e n e r a t io n  a g o ,” s a id  L a w re n c e  
O ’Toole, N ellie  M ae p res id en t. “W hile 
a m ajo rity  o f  b o rrow ers earn  enough to 
o ffse t th e ir  d eb t w ith o u t too m uch o f  
an im pact, there  are pock ets  o f  burden
am ong som e, such  as those w ho have 
h igh  deb t and low  sa la rie s .”
In  fac t, 36 p e rcen t o f  g rads sa id  
p ay b ack  w as m uch harder than  a n tic i- 
pated , the survey  found. M any b o rro w - 
ers rep o rt th a t th e ir debt load  is c au s- 
ing them  to pu t o ff  m ajor life decisions, 
such as w hen to start a fam ily, purchase 
a new  hom e or a ttend  g raduate  school. 
A m a n d a  F in f ro c k , a f i r s t - y e a r  law  
school s tu d en t at the U niversity  o f  To- 
ledo, sa id  the fea r o f  loan pay b ack  in - 
f lu e n c e d  h e r  ch o ice  o f  law  sch o o ls . 
“ [T h a t’s] one reaso n  I cam e to Toledo 
and d id n ’t go to p riva te  school fo r law 
sch o o l,” she said . “I am w orried  about 
pay in g  b ack  the m oney .”
A g row ing  num ber o f  studen ts said  
they have d e layed  getting  m arried  (15 
p ercen t) and  b u y ing  a car (31 p ercen t) 
b ecau se  o f  th e ir  s tu d en t lo an s. The 
av e rag e  d e b t fo r  b o rro w ers  w ho  a t- 
tended  p riv a te  fo u r-y ear co lleges w as 
$ 1 7 ,5 0 0 ; fo r  p u b lic  c o lle g e s  i t  w as 
$13 ,000 . G raduate  school studen ts had 
an average  deb t o f  $24 ,500, and p ro - 
fessio n a l schoo l studen ts  (law , m e d i- 
cal) had  an average  debt o f  $50 ,000 .
A s m uch as s tuden t loan deb t is in - 
c reasing , so are c red it card  b a lan ces. 
A cco rd in g  to N e llie  M ae, co llege  s tu - 
dents w ho have  ap p lied  fo r loans have 
a n  a v e r a g e  c r e d i t  c a rd  b a la n c e  o f  
$2 ,226. G rad u ate  s tuden ts have on av - 
erage seven  cards and an average b a l- 
ance o f  $5 ,800 .
“ C learly , s tuden ts need  to be cau - 
tio u s  a b o u t c re d it card  b o rro w in g  in 
c o lleg e ,” O ’Toole said . “I t ’s very  easy 
to ov er-ex ten d , e sp ec ia lly  for ‘v irg in ’ 
c red it co n su m ers .”
The su rv ey  show ed that 26 p e rcen t 
o f  a ll s tu d e n ts  su rv e y ed  used  c re d it 
cards to he lp  finance  th e ir education .
Sex can affect the brain
By Lidia W asowicz 
UPI
SAN FRANCISCO— Scientists say they 
have evidence sex can affect the brain.
The University o f  California, Berke- 
ley, researchers say Wednesday in the Brit- 
ish journal Nature they found structural 
changes at the base o f the spinal cord in 
cells o f the nervous system called neurons 
that control erection and ejaculation in male 
rats. They say the findings have implica- 
tions for research into brain differences 
between homosexuals and heterosexuals.
Marc Breedlove, professor o f psychol- 
ogy, notes, “These findings give us proof 
that sexual experience can alter the struc- 
ture o f the brain, ju st as genes can alter it.”
W hile scientific literature points to 
ample evidence o f a genetic factor in ho- 
m osexuality, B reedlove says, the latest 
work suggests sexual orientation may also 
be affected by experience, as scientists have 
believed.
In his words, “You can’t assume that
because you find a structural difference in 
the brain, it was caused by genes. You don’t 
know how the difference got there.”
Past studies have shown a part o f the 
hypothalamus a brain structure associated 
w ith sexual appetite and gratification is 
smaller in wom en and homosexuals than 
in heterosexual men. This led to inferences 
that the difference might be inborn.
The new research indicates it could 
also be the result o f sexual experiences.
In the latest study, investigators looked 
at the brains o f sexually active and inactive 
male rats. They found motorneurons the 
cells in a hormone-sensitive part o f the brain 
were smaller in the lover than in the virgin 
rats.
Says Breedlove, “Somehow the exten- 
sive sexual experience affected the mor- 
phology o f these neurons.”
It is possible, he says, that differences 
in sexual behavior cause, rather than are 
caused by, differences in brain structure.
Photo by Mutt Miller
Wet and chunky flakes briefly greeted departing students and faculty during 
the late afternoon of Oct. 13. Although the first snow o f the season made for 
treacherous driving conditions, almost all o f it was gone within a day.
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Education profs harbor serious doubts 
about their students, survey finds
By Philip  W alzer
K night-R idder/Tribune N ews Services
N O R F O L K , Va.— R o ugh ly  th ree -q u ar- 
ters o f  ed u ca tio n  p ro fesso rs  ha rb o r se - 
rious doubts abou t the cap ab ilities  o f  
som e o f  th e ir studen ts, the fu ture teach - 
ers o f  A m erica , acco rd ing  to a report.
In  the P ub lic  A genda survey  o f 900 
p ro fesso rs , 75 p e rcen t said  too m any 
p ro spective  teachers  have troub le  w rit- 
ing  essays free  o f  m istakes in gram m ar 
and spelling .
In ad d itio n , 72 p e rcen t said  they  
often  or som etim es have a s tuden t they 
doubt w ill becom e a good teacher. A nd 
86 p e rcen t th ink  co llege education  p ro - 
gram s need  to do a b e tte r jo b  o f  w eed - 
ing out s tuden ts.
T h e  r e p o r t ,  r e le a s e d  T u e s d a y , 
ra ises  q u estio n s  ab o u t the q u a lity  o f  
teach ers  at a tim e w hen the p ub lic  and 
p o lit ic ia n s  a re  in c re a s in g ly  w o rried  
abou t the q u a lity  o f  educa tion  y o u n g - 
s ters are receiv ing .
The p ro fe s so rs ’ v iew po in ts  are “ a 
signal tha t they  d o n ’t have  the co n fi- 
dence th a t th e ir  goals w ill be rea lized  
in  the rea l w orld , g iven  the corps o f  
re c ru its  th a t  th ey  w o rk  w i th ,”  sa id  
S teve F arkas, co -au th o r o f  the rep o rt 
and v ice  p re s id en t o f  P ub lic  A genda. 
The o rg an iza tio n  is a nonpro fit, no n - 
p a rtisan  group  aim ed a t he lp in g  c iti- 
zens understand  p o licy  issues and h e lp - 
ing  le a d e rs  u n d e rs ta n d  the  p u b l ic ’s 
p o in t o f  view .
M arian  F lick inger, p res id en t o f  the 
N o rfo lk  F ed e ra tio n  o f  T eachers, sa id  
W e d n e sd a y  th a t  sh e  b e l ie v e s  m o s t 
teach e rs  are “o u ts tan d in g ,” b u t “ I s till
th ink  th e re ’s a p o rtio n  tha t need  to im - 
p rove th e ir s k il ls .”
She th in k s  bo th  u n iv e rs itie s  and  
school system s shou ld  w ork  h a rd e r to 
ensu re  th a t y o u n g ste rs  get to p -n o tch  
teachers.
“ T h ey  s h o u ld n ’t be  g ra d u a tin g  
from  an in s titu tio n  o f  h igher educa tion  
i f  th ey  have th ose  p ro b lem s— u n less  
there  are no s tan d a rd s ,”  she said.
A t N o rfo lk  State U niversity , ed u - 
cation  p ro fesso rs  say tha t they  som e- 
tim es encounter students w ith problem s 
b u t th a t there  are enough safeguards to 
ensure that only w ell-qualified  students 
g raduate.
“Som e o f  the teachers that w e have 
o ften  m ake m is tak es  in  sp e llin g  and 
so m e tim e s  g ra m m a r, b u t it d o e s n ’t 
m ean they w ill no t becom e good teach - 
e rs ,” said  S h irley  S. W instead , d irec - 
to r o f  s tuden t teach ing  at N orfo lk  State 
U n iversity . T hose  s tu d en ts, she said , 
a re  re fe rre d  to the  u n iv e rs i ty ’s la n - 
guage lab o ra to ry  and often tu to red  by 
th e ir p eers.
A t V irg in ia  W esleyan C ollege, s tu - 
dents m ust pass  such an exam  g en er- 
ally  in  th e ir  ju n io r  year or they canno t 
c o n t in u e  in  th e  p ro g ra m , s a id  L in  
L ogan , an associate  p ro fesso r o f  ed u - 
cation .
A lan  A rroyo, R egen t U n iv e rs ity ’s 
dean o f the School o f  Education, said  
good grades aren’t the only foundation 
o f a good teacher. “Does this person have 
a heart for teaching?” Arroyo asked. “If  
you can’t build  a relationship w ith a stu- 
dent, they can have a 4.0 from H arvard 
and not be good teachers.”
Photo courtesy o f Dr. Dennis Russell
Dr. Dennis Russell holds up a juvenile sea turtle while bouncing around in a skiff off 
the shore o f Hawaii. Russell, a UAS biology professor who specializes in marine 
biology and the diet of sea turtles, travels to the islands almost every other year. 
While there, he and other researchers capture the turtles and measure them, take blood 
samples and attach identification tags, and then release the turtles into the wild. 
Russell's team also found several turtles which have had their health endangered 
from discarded fishing lines. Russell’s research was featured last Friday during a 
lunchtime slide presentation as part o f "Fun Facts Faculty Friday," a student 
government organized presentation.
First Lady: Princess Di, Mother 
Teresa opposites as role models
By R alph  C ipriano 
K night-R idder/
Tribune N ews Services
P H I L A D E L P H I A — H i l l a r y  
R odham  C lin ton , speak ing  a t the 
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  
W ed n e sd ay , r e c a l le d  P r in c e s s  
D iana  and  M other Teresa as ro le  
m odels w ho w ere com plete oppo- 
sites.
C lin to n  sa id  M o th er T eresa 
w as a tiny  w om an w hom  she had 
to bend  over to ta lk  to b u t w ho 
e x u d e d  a u th o r i ty  an d  th o u g h t 
no th ing  o f  bossing  her around.
C lin ton  sa id  M o th er T eresa  
once to ld  her tha t she w as open - 
ing  a hom e fo r poor ch ild ren  in 
W a sh in g to n , a n d  t ha t  sh e  e x - 
p e c te d  the  P r e s id e n t’s w ife  to 
lend h e r fu ll support,
“ I w as say in g , ‘Y es, yes, I 
w ill,” ’ C lin ton  said , laugh ing .
C lin ton  sa id  th a t she had to 
lo o k  up to  P rin ce ss  D ian a , b u t 
th a t  th e  p r in c e ss  w as sh y  and  
qu ie t and had to be draw n out at 
first.
T h a t ch an g ed . C lin to n  sa id  
tha t in  the fou r y ears  she knew  
D ia n a , sh e  saw  “ tre m e n d o u s  
g ro w th  in  th e  m a tu r ity  o f  th is  
young w o m an .”
She said that the princess be- 
came much more self-confident
an d  a ssu re d , b u t th a t  sh e  and  
M other Teresa u sed  to ta lk  about 
D iana, and  w o rry  ab o u t h ow  she 
w ould  ho ld  up u n d e r such  in tense 
p ub lic  scru tiny .
“M o th e r  T e re s a  w as  v e ry  
fond o f  P rincess D ia n a ,” C lin ton  
said.
Clinton w as in town to receive 
the Beacon Award from  the Trust- 
ees Council o f  Penn W omen. The 
group gave the award to Clinton for 
her “ leadership and courage” on 
behalf o f women and children.
Clinton, praised by Penn Presi- 
dent Judith  Rodin as the “defini- 
tive w om an o f  the ’90s,” said  she 
w as “deeply  honored  to receive 
this award from  w om en I adm ire 
and respect so m uch.”
The aw ard w as p resen ted  to 
C lin to n  by  U .S . D is tr ic t Judge 
M arjo rie  O. R en d e ll, w ho nex t 
m onth w ill becom e ju d g e  o f  the 
U.S. Court o f Appeals fo r the Third 
C ircu it. Judge R en d e ll, w ife  o f  
M ayor R endell and a m em ber o f  
the  T ru s te e s  C o u n c il at P en n , 
praised Clinton for her “global ad- 
v o cacy  o f  c h ild re n ’s h e a lth  is - 
sues.”
Judge R en d e ll sa id  the  tru s t- 
ees w ould  m ake a  con trib u tio n  to 
the P ed ia tric  A ID S F oundation  in 
C lin to n ’s nam e.
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Petersen...
Continued from page 1
stories and then added a section on drama. 
Peterson wants to revise the book and com- 
plete it by adding a section on poetry, but right 
now he doesn’t have time.
The idea for another Petersen book 
came into being during a trip to Skagway 
with his mother and his son. This short visit 
propelled him into writing about the Gold 
Rush. During his stay in Skagway he came 
across the bust o f a woman, which told a 
story about her courageous and inspiring 
life. The woman, M olly Walsh, came to 
Skagway in 1897 and was murdered by her 
husband in Seattle in 1903. Petersen won- 
dered about this inspiring spirit after view- 
ing her statute and he started looking for 
information about her. He found all kinds 
o f conflicting stories that lead to a 13-year 
search for additional information and even- 
tually  culm inated in his book, M urder. 
Madness and Mystery, which was published 
in 1991, can be found at the U niversity’s 
Egan Library.
Searching for information on M olly 
Walsh lead him to another interesting Gold 
Rush figure, Robert M. Dickey. D ickey’s 
writings were the major source o f inform a- 
tion on M olly Walsh because she appeared 
in various transcripts o f his diaries. Search- 
ing for the actual Dickey diary, Petersen 
connected  w ith  D ick ey ’s daughter and 
found another transcript written by Dickey 
that had never been published. This tran- 
script was a narrative account o f his expe- 
riences in the Klondike from 1897-1899.
Dickey’s daughter and Petersen felt it would 
be a great project to publish and so he de- 
cided to take the task on. Gold Fever, the 
most recent book compiled by Petersen, is 
illustrated with photos made from old magic 
lantern slides that Dickey used when he lec- 
tured about his experiences in the Klondike. 
The book will soon be available in the Egan 
Library, but can be purchased at local book- 
stores and is available at the Alaska State 
Library.
Another Gold Rush project that has 
been sitting on the back burner for a num- 
ber o f years is a book about a doctor named 
Leroy Townsend, who joined a prospecting 
com pany head ing  fo r V aldez in 1898. 
Townsend never did much prospecting but 
spent most o f  his time administering to sick 
prospectors. His story comes from letters 
he wrote home along with numerous pho- 
tographs he took during his time in Alaska.
“I haven’t had any free time in about 
five years,” Petersen said. But he hopes that 
will soon change. He has applied for a sab- 
batical for the fall o f 1998, which he be- 
lieves will allow him  to finish the second 
editions o f his academic books and also give 
him time to finish researching and compil- 
ing inform ation for his book on Leroy 
Townsend.
When he does find time to relax, which 
isn’t often, he likes to get outdoors with his 
wife Tina, who is almost as busy as he is 
teaching math and science at Floyd Dryden 
Middle School.
Duncan...
Continued from page 1
“ Som e o f  the p o lic ie s  ou t o f  the 
C lin ton A dm in istra tion  have not served 
A laska  w ell. It is im portan t to have a 
vo ice  in the D em ocratic  party  back  in 
D .C .,” and he added, “Just because Bill 
C lin ton  is a D em ocrat d o esn ’t m ean I 
w ill be a yes m an to him . I w ill stand 
up fo r A la sk a ’s n eed s .”
He said, “The issues will develop as 
the cam paign proceeds. R ight now, my 
focus will be on the upcom ing legislative 
session and resolving important statewide 
issues, including subsistence, education 
funding  and develop ing  a responsib le  
long-range spending plan for the state.”
The senior m em ber o f the Legisla- 
ture, Duncan has served as Senate m inor- 
ity leader since 1993. Because he wants 
to focus on legislative issues during the 
session he is w orking hard for the next 
three m onths to put a cam paign structure 
in place and to raise funds. He has set a 
goal o f $100,000 by Dec. 31. That is 
ju s t the first step tow ard his m inim um  
goal o f $500,000 for the race. F inan- 
cially, he is starting from scratch. At a 
m axim um , he said, he would like to raise 
as m uch as $750,000, i f  possible. But 
he believes he can run a credible race with 
less than that am ount.
He has h ired  a national cam paign 
firm , Seder, Laugens, and Ham burger, 
from W ashington, D.C. One o f the firm ’s 
principals, M artin Hamburger, worked on
the first Knowles for Governor campaign.
Duncan said his full cam paign w ill 
begin in the spring after the legislative 
session ends. However, he hopes to hire 
his cam paign staff by January and open 
offices in the three urban areas o f  the 
state, Juneau, Anchorage and Fairbanks.
D uncan was first elected to the State 
Senate in 1986. He was elected to the 
A laska House o f R epresentatives in 1974 
and served there for 12 years until he ran 
for the Senate. From  1972 to 1974, he 
was a m em ber o f  the Juneau C ity and 
Borough Assembly.
D uncan currently serves on the Sen- 
ate Rules Committee and the State A ffairs 
Com m ittee, as well as the Select Com - 
m ittee on Legislative Ethics. D uring his 
tenure in the Legislature he has served on 
both the House and Senate Finance Com - 
m ittees for a total o f  16 years. For 10 
years he has held a seat on the O perating 
B udget Conference Com m ittee.
He holds a M aster o f  Business A d- 
m inistration  degree from  O regon State 
U niversity, a Bachelor o f Science degree 
from  Illino is State U niversity , and an 
A.A. degree from Sheldon Jackson C ol- 
lege in Sitka.
He was bom  in M uscatine, Iow a in 
1942 and moved to A laska in 1961. His 
w ife, Charlotte, was born and raised  in 
Southeast. He and C harlotte have eight 
children and five grandchildren.
S e ttin g  to  know your student government members
By Crystal H uskey 
W halesong Reporter
T his is the second part o f a series o f  short biogra- phies on the current student government members 
at UAS. You may be sitting next to one o f these 
students in your biology class or your English class and 
you may not even know it. That may be your opportunity 
to share your concerns about university budget cuts and 
tuition increases and other relevant university issues.
Rosie Gilbert
Junior Rosie Gilbert is the UAS Student Senate Presi- 
dent this year. She took over her new position on July 1.
According to Gilbert, “I ’m  in it for the students’ ben- 
efit.” She encourages students to come and talk with her 
or to write the Student Senate a letter addressing their prob- 
lems, concerns, or ideas they may have. She also encour- 
ages students to come to the student government meet- 
ings, w hich are held every Friday at 4:30 p.m  in the 
M ourant Building Conference Room, located on the ground 
floor.
Gilbert served as a student senator for one and a half 
years before taking over as president. She is currently a 
m em ber o f  the Campus Council, the Coalition o f Student 
Leaders, chair o f the Outdoor Recreation Board, and has 
ju s t been appointed as the student commissioner to the 
A laska Commission on Postsecondary Education (see re-
lated article on page 4).
Gilbert is working toward earning her bachelor’s de- 
gree in M arine Biology. She is originally from Peters- 
burg, a small fishing village with a distinctive Norwegian 
heritage, about 100 miles south o f Juneau. G ilbert spent 
summers working for Tonka Seafoods.
W hen she has the time (which isn’t very often) she 
enjoys hiking.
Autumn Lowrey
UAS B io logy  m ajo r A utum n L ow rey  decided  to 
get invo lved  in  the s tuden t senate  for one m ain rea - 
son, “T here  w ere  th ings I fe lt needed to be changed 
so I figu red  I ’d get invo lved  and get it done m y se lf ,” 
she said.
Lowrey, a junior, has served as a student senator 
for one year. She currently is the chair o f the Rules 
Com m ittee and is also a m em ber o f  the Activities Com- 
m ittee. She is involved in the Snow board Club and 
serves on the O utdoor Recreation Board.
Lowrey is originally from  Pueblo, Colo. “I moved 
to Juneau because I w anted to go to an out-of-state 
school and the W UE (W estern U ndergraduate Exchange 
Program ) at UAS m ade this possib le.”
W hen she has the opportunity, Low rey enjoys vari- 
ous indoor and outdoor recreational activities.
UAS Classifieds
Lost and Found
Lost: Spanish/English Dictionary. Left in class, 
Hendrickson Auditorium on 10/16/97. Please return 
to Garri at 789-5108 or to Rick Bellagh's office in the 
Soboleff Annex Room 108.
Help Wanted
WANTED: Caring, energetic, creative men and 
women to provide respite fo r  children/teens/adults 
who experience developmental disabilities. $7.50 - 
$10.00 /  hour. Please call Mary Nelson, REA CH, 
Inc. 586-8228
Meetings
Gay/Lesbian Outreach A A, a regularly scheduled 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting designed especially 
to welcome G/L Alcoholics to full, equal, regular 
participation in the Juneau Fellowship. Thursday 
7 -8  p.m. at Juneau Public Health Center, 1st Floor 
Conference Room, 3412 Glacier Highway 
Phone 586-1161 for more info
PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends o f Lesbi- 
ans and Gays) offers A TIME TO TALK: support 
group for those who want to understand.
Call 463-4203
For Sale
Nintendo 64 with 3 games 
Wave Race 64, Wayne Gretzky Hockey, 
Killer Instinct Gold 
All for $200
Call Mark at 586-2371 or 
e-mail: jsmll@acadl.alaska.edu
Miscellaneous
UAS Students ... Do you have something to adver- 
tise? Take advantage o f our FREE classifieds. 
Non-Student rates are $10 for up to 25 words, and 
$5 each subsequent issue same ad is run. Drop your 
ad o ff by our office downstairs in the Mourant 
Building.
